This is an educational programme published by the American Academy of Ophthalmology and aimed at the non-ophthalmologist. It consists of a booklet of 26 pages and a package of 59 slides. The programme is in fact a lec ture covering the pathogenesis, natural history, treatment and epidemiology of diabetic retinopathy and in many ways makes an ideal introduction to the subject for medical students and non-specialist physicians. Ophthal mologists would find it rather glib and superficial, but they are not the audience that it is aimed at. Many of the slides are text, and are clear and hard hitting and uncontroversial.
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The reproduction of the colour slides is good but the number of fundus photographs within the programme is rather limited; if anything it wo�ld benefit from more fun dus photography to show a wider range of physical signs.
The section on laser treatment is also rather superficial and The chapter on instruments is excellent, and correctly stresses the need for surgeons to own their own set of high quality instruments to achieve an optimal performance. 
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geon an overview of these serious subjects, but they are far too short to be of significant practical use.
Despite my criticisms, I thoroughly enjoyed reading this book, and would warmly recommed it to those sur geons starting their adventure with phacoemulsification. It should be present in all serious ophthalmic libraries.
Charles Claoue
